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ADVOCATE OF PEACE 



May 



First Hague Conference. It is timely to call attention 
to the fifteen cases of disputes settled effectively by this 
arbitration tribunal, which was indeed fully competent 
to have settled the initial dispute in the present world 
conflict. Our young people should know of the pro- 
posed World Court, accepted in principle at the Second 
Hague Conference, and which is, among all the factors 
entering into a permanent peace plan, the one univer- 
sally accepted. A Peace Day exercise this year offers a 
great opportunity to take note of these solid foundations 
of law and order. 

On those who administer education in this critical 
time rests the responsibility of preserving and advancing 
those ideals for which all nations should strive and of 
establishing an unbroken unity of youthful civic service 
and devotion to the nation's welfare. May we in our 
hour of test still be able to maintain the American ideal 
of democracy, and may the teachers of America continue 
to be the consecrated servants of the democratic ideal. 
God grant that on the pages of the world's history the 
United States will stand out as a nation which remained 
true to its purpose in the service of humanity. 



A LAYMAN'S PETITION 

By CLARKE F. HUNN 

You who have placed us here, where we shall one day 
learn the lesson of brotherhood toward each other 
and oneness with You, hear our affirmation of that which 
is already visible to You in our hearts. Know that we 
are conscious of our errantry in that which we now do. 
Know that we are conscious that this is not Your way, 
or the way that we would take were we of Your stature. 
Know that we take this way of war because we can see 
no other. We are blind, feeble, and incomplete. We 
have striven and have failed because the simplicity of 
Your teaching has not yet penetrated the maze of our 
man-made complexities, because we have not yet ban- 
ished fear and resentment and the will to judge. 

We know that we need not ask from You, but have 
only to take that which You hold out to us; but we do 
ask that in the asking our realization of that which we 
most truly desire may be more clear to our thought and 
more truly fixed in our hearts. Therefore do we ask 
that You aid us to refrain from calling upon You in 
this war; that You aid us to realize that You have no 
part in the war which we have made ; that You are above 
and beyond war, waiting till this fit of human wilfulness 
and ignorance be ended, ready ever to aid the individual 
in his feeble struggle toward You, whether he be in war 
or at peace, but marshaling no armies, safeguarding no 
hosts, swearing no allegiance to flag or nation. We ask 
You to keep within our thought the fact that You are 
there, waiting for each one of us to awaken from this 
nightmare, to seek You in humility and understanding, 
each in his own way; and to help us to remember that 
in Your sight are neither ally nor enemy, but only those 
who will to see and those who will to remain blind, each 
alike children of Your compassion. Finally, do we ask 
You to make us eager to put aside this phantom of hate 
and wilfulness, when in good time we shall have learned 
from it the lesson that we chose not to learn in peaceful 



ways ; and we ask that You may keep us ever anxious to 
temper our hostility with mercy and forgiveness, as one 
who does what he must, but does that duty with reluc- 
tance born of the knowledge that his action is imperfect 
and distasteful in Your sight. Help us to feel the pain 
of those whom we smite, to grieve in the grief of those 
whom we bereave, to bind up the wounds we have in- 
flicted. We are children quarreling in the dark. Help 
us to know this and to understand our negligence ! 



NATIONAL SERVICE FOR CONSCIEN- 
TIOUS OBJECTORS 

By GEORGE A. WALTON 
Principal, The George School, Newton, Pa. 

The conscientious objection to war is only in part a 
personal matter. The objector's self-respect cannot 
survive, committing murder under compulsion. To be 
a part of a war machine degrades him in his own eyes. 
The bond which unites him to the Eternal is severed. 
His conscience is violated. Such acts tend to destroy 
that which is his real self. What others do to him may 
pollute or destroy his body, but the soul, the self, they 
cannot harm. Hence he will endure persecution and 
calumny rather than himself stain or mar his soul. 

But conscientious objection goes further than these 
personal considerations. It is a part of duty to a demo- 
cratic State. We are proud of the conscientious ob- 
jectors who helped start America, The Mayflower and 
the good ship Welcome sailed their perilous voyages that 
conscience might be free. Conformity in worship, not 
war, was, the oppressor of conscience in those days, but 
the principle of the opposition was the same and inspires 
the modern movement. 

In a democracy the individual citizen is expected to 
help determine the course of the nation. The supreme 
individual virtues are initiative and responsiveness in 
working out the right course together. In an autocracy 
the individual citizen is expected to work loyally along 
the lines laid down by his rulers. The supreme individual 
virtue is obedience. A democracy is no better than an 
autocracy as long as its citizens as individuals seek only 
selfish ends or lack the capacity to participate in form- 
ing national counsel. Honesty of mind, genuine self- 
respect, and sensitiveness of conscience are qualities gen- 
erally found among those able to participate in national 
life, and it is inevitable that these flower into conscien- 
tious objection as soon as oppressive measures threaten 
the freedom of self. In the present crisis many of our 
best and most truly loyal must refuse conscription lest 
the stream of democracy be poisoned at the spring. 
Others equally worthy, equally conscientious, will fight; 
but they will realize that in forcing men to act contrary 
to conscience they attack the very source of individual 
participation in national life and hasten the end of de- 
mocracy. 

The conscientious objector cannot separate himself 
from his government and the destinies of his country. 
His very objection is for his country's sake. Hence his 
present thought is, "What can I do ?" The nation faces 
awful losses and uncharted dangers. The objector wants 
to do everything that he possibly can to help. But he 



